
Letter from the Deputy Science Coordinator 

There has been a lo t  of  conversat ions in the 

Col laborat ive Program about  sc ience:  what  is  

cons idered “good sc ience,”  how i t  should be 

developed,  and how i t  should be used.   

Now that  Scope of  Work (SOW ) development is  

wind ing down,  we can sh i f t  our focus to  address ing 

some  of  these quest ions in the Sc ience and Habitat  

Restorat ion W ork Group.   

  How should peer review be incorporated into SOW 

pr ior i t izat ion and development?  

  What are the s tandards that  agenc ies use to 

determine “best  avai lab le sc ience” and how can the 

Program meet those?  

  How should the SOW process corre late wi th  the Long -Term Plan?  

Addit ional ly,  th is fa l l ,  W EST is p lanning to convene a panel  of  representat ives 

f rom other programs around the country to come share the i r  exper iences and 

lessons learned.  Stay tuned for  more informat ion!  

Best  wishes,  

Ashley Tanner ,  WEST Deputy Sc ience Coord inator   
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Bosque del Apache (BDA) 

National Wildlife Refuge 

(Refuge) Realignment Pilot 

Project: 
Update provided by Br ian Hobbs 

(bhobbs@usbr .gov)  

The pro ject  proposes to  rea l ign  

approximately three miles of the Rio 

Grande within the BDA Refuge, moving 

the river channel from a perched 

location to an area of lower elevation 

east of the existing channel. Sed iment  

p lugs are known to form in th is  

area,  most  recent ly  in  2017.  The 

rea l ignment  wi l l  p romote long - term 

ef fec t ive  conveyance of  water  and 

sed iment  through th is  reach,  wh i le 

min imiz ing the potent ia l  fo r  fa i lure 

o f  the  spo i l  levee and low - f low 

conveyance channel  (LFCC) .  A 

secondary benefit will be the creation 

and improvement of aquatic, wetland, 

and native riparian habitat that will 

benefit listed species. Mowing of a 

300-foot wide corridor began in April, after 

environmental compliance was complete, 

to conduct an on-the-ground assessment 

of the final realigned channel location, 

with the goal to maximize retention of 

native vegetation. Mowing was planned 

and implemented in coordination with the 

BDA Refuge, in accordance with the 

Refuge’s programmatic Environmental 

Assessment (EA)/Finding of No Significant  

Impact (FONSI): ‘Control of Non-native 

Plant Species and Reestablishment of 

Native Riparian Forest, Wetlands, 

Grasslands, and In-channel Habitats on 

the Active Floodplain of the Rio Grande, 

April 2005.‘ Environmental compliance 

for excavation is expected to be 

complete by late October 2018 and 

work is expected to begin thereafter 

(late October/early November).  

Rhodes Property Bank Line 

Habitat Project: 
Update provided by Ashlee Rudolph 

(arudolph@usbr .gov)  

The purpose of the project is to provide 

low velocity floodplain habitat for the 

Rio Grande silvery minnow (RGSM) 

during low flow years when there is a 

minimal spring runoff peak, with 

expected transition into riparian habitat 

for the southwestern willow flycatcher 

(SWFL) and the yellow-billed cuckoo 

(YBCU). To expand and increase the 

complexity of the area available to the 

RGSM when river flows are low, this 

project proposes to lower the bank line 

and maximize edge habitat by 

constructing a series of islands with a 

flow-through channel connecting them 

at higher flows. Reclamation is working 

on the project in partnership with Doris 

Rhodes and Save Our Bosque Task 
(Continued on page 6) 
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REMINDER  

Please f i l l  out  the survey to in form the development o f  the new DBMS 

p lat form.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZJ7MJ8T  

Rio Grande Silvery Minnow  
Update provided by Jennifer Bachus, 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

The Rio  Grande Si lvery Minnow (RGSM) Populat ion Moni tor ing (Pop 

Mon)  Program uses standard ized sein ing techn iques to ca tch RGSM 

a long the MRG dur ing seven months per  year  (Dudley e t  a l .  2018) .  The 

Pop Mon Program moni tor ing  dur ing Ju ly 2018 repor ted RGSM as n inth 

in  rank abundance dur ing sampl ing,  wi th  RGSM detected a t  55 -  61% of  

the  sampl ing s i tes.  Overa l l  dens i ty  a t  the  20 s tandard s i tes  was 

2 .24  RGSM  per  100  square  meters  (m
2
) .  The July moni tor ing  a lso cont in-

ued to  implement peer  rev iew recommendat ions to sample rep lacement 

s i tes when any of  the 20 s tandard s i tes  are  dry ing dur ing the sampl ing 

t imeframe. In  July,  three sampl ing s i tes were dry so  three rep lacement  

s i tes were used fo l lowing the pro toco l .  Overa l l  dens i ty ,  inc lud ing the re-

p lacement  s i tes,  was 3.00  RGSM  per  100  m
2
.  Three age c lasses were 

detected (young -of -year  (YOY) ,  Age -1,  Age -2+),  s imi lar  to pr ior  months 

in  2018;  the  major i ty  of  detect ions were Age -1 wi th  few detect ions of  

YOY (n=2 in  July) .  Across a l l  s i tes ,  on ly one RGSM was a tagged f ish  

(0.3% hatchery recapture) .  Month ly RGSM sampl ing has been conducted 

in  August  2018 and resu l ts  wi l l  be ava i lable soon.  

(Listed Species Update continued on page 5) 

LISTED SPECIES UPDATE 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZJ7MJ8T
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In  mid -September,  the  Nat iona l  W eather  Serv ice  Forecast  Of f ice  in  A lbuquer-

que released their 2018 fall outlook (ava i lable here:  h t t p s : / / w w w . w e a t h e r . g o v /

m e d i a / a b q / B r i e f i n g s /

F a l l 2 0 1 8 O u t l o o k . p d f )  for  

nor thern and centra l  New 

Mexico.  Cl imate  forecast  

models ind icated that  pre-

c ip i ta t ion dur ing October 

and November in  2018 would 

most  l ike ly range f rom near  

to above the 1981 -2010 c l i -

matolog ical  averages.  C l i -

mate model  forecasts  and 

recent  temperature  t rends 

indica te that  October  and 

November wi l l  range f rom 

s l ight ly  above to  above aver-

age temperatures.  W hi le 

over  98% of  the  s ta te  is  ex-

per ienc ing at  least  abnor-

mal ly  dry condi t ions,  on ly 

32% of  the  s ta te  is  now in  an 

ext reme drought ,  down f rom 

60% in June and July 

(avai lable here:  h t t p s : / /

d r o u g h t m o n i t o r . u n l . e d u /

C u r r e n t Ma p / S t a t e D r o u g h t  

M o n i t o r . a s p x ? N M ) .  The Al-

buquerque reach o f  the MRG 

wi l l  l i ke ly remain wet  th rough 

the end o f  the year  thanks to 

a  lease of  20,000 acre  feet  

o f  water  f rom the Albuquer-

que Berna l i l lo  County W ater  

Ut i l i t y  Author i ty  to the U.S.  

Bureau of  Rec lamat ion.  

https://www.weather.gov/media/abq/Briefings/Fall2018Outlook.pdf
https://www.weather.gov/media/abq/Briefings/Fall2018Outlook.pdf
https://www.weather.gov/media/abq/Briefings/Fall2018Outlook.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?NM
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?NM
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?NM
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?NM
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Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (SWFL) 
Update provided by Lori Walton, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

Within  the Middle Rio Grande (MRG),  upst ream 

of  Elephant  Butte  Dam,  952  ind iv idua l  detect ions o f  

SW FL were recorded consist ing of  326  migrants ,  

48  unpai red male terr i tor ies and 289  pai rs 

(337  ter r i tor ies) .  This  represents  35 more terr i tor ies 

than in  2017.  The increase is  due in  large par t  to  the 

growth observed in  the southern San Marc ia l  s i tes.  

Much of  the  habi tat  upstream of  the  Narrows is  s t i l l  

suf fer ing f rom drought ,  age and/or  sa l tcedar  beet les .  

Next  s teps wi l l  be  to  f ina l ize survey and nest  moni-

tor ing forms,  determine nest  numbers,  and to  wr i te  

the annua l  repor t .  

New Mexico Meadow Jumping Mouse 
Update provided by Jeff Sanchez, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  

The water shortage throughout the Middle Rio Grande Valley made it difficult dur-

ing the early summer months for Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge 

(BDA NWF) to maintain enough water within BDA’s Riverside Canal to support 

quality New Mexico Meadow Jumping Mouse (NMMJM) feeding and day -nesting 

habitat. The refuge was able to maintain a minimal amount of suitable habitat for 

the NMMJM during extremely dry timeframes by utilizing wells and directing all 

available or accessible water coming into the refuge toward the Riverside Canal 

where the last known remaining MRG population occurs.  

Camera trapping efforts within the known jumping mouse local-

ities, and areas where they historically occurred, will continue 

until mid-October. During this year’s NMMJM activity period, 12 

observations have been confirmed. Most observations occurred 

within one unit where suitable habitat was considered fair or 

acceptable for this species. 

The refuge is planning on conducting habitat creation and habi-

tat restoration efforts focused specifically on the NMMJM in 

hopes that there is a better winter snow pack yield for the 

2019 season. 

LISTED SPECIES UPDATE - continued 
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Force, with baseline information 

provided by the New Mexico Interstate 

Stream Commission. A project 

description has been completed 

following coordination with the property 

owner and other involved parties. 

Environmental  compliance is  

underway, with complet ion expected 

by the end of  November 2018. 

Construct ion is  expected to begin in 

January 2019.  

Habitat Improvement Within 

Escondida Burn Area  
Update provided by Devin Seeliger 

(dseeliger@usbr.gov) 

As par t  of  the  larger  2016 Escond ida 

F ire  Burn  Scar  Restorat ion 

par tnership,  th is  pro ject  rehab i l i ta tes  

par t  o f  the burn scar  through 

excavat ion o f  an abandoned h igh -

f low s ide channel  to provide 

improved low ve loc i ty  hab i tat  for  the 

RGSM, wi th expected t rans i t ion to 

r ipar ian habi ta t  for  the SW FL and 

YBCU.  The pro ject  a lso inc ludes 

bank s lop ing and lower ing of  a 

ter race o f  the arroyo fan at  the 

Arroyo de la  Par ida to  help  redirec t  

f low toward the center  o f  the main 

channel  and enhance the exist ing vegetat ion.  Excavat ion and grading are 

complete,  and the comple t ion  of  wi l low po le  p lant ing and seeding is  

p lanned.  Rec lamat ion wi l l  moni tor  the  s i te in  accordance wi th 

environmenta l  compl iance and adapt ive management  needs.  

(Reclamation Updates; continued from page 2) 
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BROWN BAG SUMMARY 

With population growth, cl imate change, and economic development to meet 

the growing demand on water resources, water conservation continues to be 

an important component in water demand planning . The Albuquerque Bernalillo 

County Water Utility Authority (ABCWUA) recently adopted the “Water 2120: Securing 

Our Water Future.” W ATER  2120 addresses the water  supply needs for  the 

ABCW UA serv ice area through the year  2120 tak ing in to account  c l imate 

change and creat ing an aqu i fer  management  leve l  to  preserve groundwater  

resources for  future generat ions.  A key e lement  o f  W ATER  2120 is  the new 

water  conservat ion goal  o f  110 ga l lons per  capi ta per  day (GPCD) by the 

year  2037.  Cont inued  progress  in  conserva t ion  to  ach ieve a  GPCD wate r  

usage o f  110 wi l l  fu r ther  extend water  supp l ies  even in  the face o f  c l imate  

change .  To achieve this  new conservat ion goal,  ABCWUA wil l  be emphasiz-

ing outdoor (consumptive use) savings over indoor (non -consumptive use)  

savings, because as the cl imate changes, the demand for outdoor water use 

wi l l  l ikely increase and because outdoor water use is consumptive there is  

not opportunity for reuse or return f low credit .  The  goa l  to  reduce  consump-

t i ve  use  wi l l  be  ach ieved by bu i ld ing upon the  success  o f  the  cur ren t  wate r  

conservat ion  program.  W hen the  conservat ion  program begun  in  1995  the 

educat ion and  incen t i ve  e f for ts  resu l ted  in  a  reduc t ion  in  per  cap i ta  wate r  

use  o f  50% f rom 1994  to  2016 .  GPCD in  t he  ABCW UA serv i ce  a rea  

i s  cu r ren t l y  128  GPCD.  By  f os te r i ng  a  co l -

l abo ra t i ve  cu l t u re ,  ABCW UA  wi l l  bu i l d  pa r t -

ne rsh ips  w i t h  pub l i c  agenc ies ,  i ndus t r y ,  

commerc ia l  and  res iden t i a l  cus tomers  t o  

suppor t  hea l t hy  l andscapes  wh i le  p romo t ing  

wa te r  e f f i c i ency .  Ach ievemen t  o f  t h i s  modes t  

i nc rease  i n  conse rva t i on  w i l l  r educe  wa te r  

demand a t  t he  end  o f  t he  p lann ing  pe r iod  by  

50 ,000  ac re - f ee t .  

Water Conservation: a Key Component in Water Demand Planning 

A Presentation by Carlos Bustos, the Water Conservation Program Manager for the 
Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority, at the MRGESCP Science/Habitat 
Restoration Work Group Brown Bag on August 16, 2018 

A key element of WATER 

2120 is the new water 

conservation goal of 

110 gallons per capita 

per day (GPCD) by the 

year 2037. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Larry (Dale) 
Caswell, Jr. 
Albuquerque District Commander  

Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Larry (Dale) Caswell 

assumed command of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, Albuquerque District on May 18, 2018. 

Prior to assuming command of the Albuquerque 

District, Dale served as the executive officer for 

the 555th Engineer Brigade and the deputy chief 

of staff for the 7th Infantry Division at Joint Base 

Lewis-McChord, Washington. A few of his previous 

assignments include: Officer Commanding and 

Senior Tactics Instructor for the Tactics Wing at the 

Australian School of Military Engineering in 

Sydney; Operations Officer for the 15th Engineer 

Battalion (Construction), Germany; Commander, 

937th Engineer Company, 8th Engineer Battalion; 

Commander, C Company, 16th Engineer Battalion 

(with deployment in support of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom); Brigade Battle Captain with the 18th 

Engineer Brigade and Planner with Coalition 

Forces Land Component Command in support of 

Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Originally from Charleston, West Virginia, Dale is 

married to the former Erin Elizabeth Jacques. 

They have four children: Victoria, Rebecca, 

William, and Charles. 

Dale earned a Bachelor of Science 

in Civil Engineering from the U.S. 

Military Academy and a Master of 

Science in Civil Engineering from 

the University of Missouri-Rolla. He 

is also a licensed professional 

engineer in Missouri and West 

Virginia. 
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ScW/HR Meeting 
Thursday, September 20, 12:30 –2:30 PM 

WEST Office 

8500 Menaul Blvd NE, Ste B-342 

 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Friday, September 21, 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

2105 Osuna Rd NE, Albuquerque, 87113 

Population Monitoring Work Group  
Tuesday, October 2, 9 AM—5PM 

WEST Office 

8500 Menaul Blvd NE, Ste B-342 

 

BEMP Fall Field Tour 
Thursday, October 25, 2018 

Details TBD 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

 THE INFORMATION IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

SHOULD NOT BE ATTRIBUTED 

 TO THE MRGESCP OR ITS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 

BUT TO THE ORGANIZATION FROM  WHICH 

IT WAS SUBMITTED 

 

FOR COMMENTS AND INQUIRIES, CONTACT: 

WEST, Inc. | (505) 554-3708 | lmitchell@west-inc.com 

8500 Menaul Blvd. NE, Suite B-342 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112 

Scenic view of the Middle Rio Grande (Photo credit: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation) 


