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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhKCd3gtA2E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhKCd3gtA2E




Approach to 

Determine 

2023 Release 

Decision

A Technical Team consisting of representatives of 

the NMISC, JAN, and TNC was assembled to identify 

alternative uses for this water.

The Team elicited input from 14 experts in 

hydrology, geomorphology, and fisheries with direct 

knowledge of the San Juan River.

The Team conferred with BOR hydrologist to better 

understand dam operations.

2023 Decision by NMISC based on current 

collective understanding of the system, supported 

by literature and expert judgment.



Flow Release Options

Winter Releases (Jan-May) - High magnitude/short duration flushing flow 

Supplement the Spring Peak (May-Jun) - Add water to annual spring peak

Supplement Summer Baseflow (Jul-Sep) - Increase post-runoff baseflows 

Supplement Fall Baseflow (Oct-Dec) - Increase fall baseflows 



What we hope to learn…

Implementation – practical matters related to the release.

Adaptive Management – monitor and incorporate what we learn into subsequent years’ decisions.

Flows – flows observed at the downstream gages associated with releases.

Physical – distribution, connectivity, and quality of backwaters.

Biological – larval/young-of-year fish persistence in the backwaters.



Pressure Transducer Installation





Connected with a few 
inches depth at about 
800 cfs at about 5 PM 
on 11/2/2023

Dropped about 0.3 ft 
and almost 
disconnected at 
about 750 cfs at 
about 10 AM on 
11/3/2023



Agricultural Infrastructure Improvements



Adapting Farming and Ranching - Colorado River Resilience (resilientcoriver.org)

https://resilientcoriver.org/adapting-farming-and-ranching/


Credit: Paul Tashjian

https://www.hec.usace.army.mil/sustainablerivers/publications/docs/Pecos%20‐
%20Identifying%20environmental%20flow%20requirements.pdf)

Identifying environmental flow requirements for the Pecos River





Figure 21. Unified e‐flows (green) and flows prescribed by the water operations group (blue), wet years, 
Sumner to Brantley (Reach C).
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