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BLACKWELL BOARD of
Adjustment will meet at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, June 13, in the city ad-
ministration building, 221 West

Blackwell., Appeals on the
agenda are those of Kent Glea-
son, 147 Adams for a garage not
meeting the minimum front yard
setback in a R/S (single family
residential district); Blackwell
Nursing Home, 1200 West Coo-
lidge, for a fence not meeting
the maximum height require-
ments in a R/G (residential gen-
eral district) and Bill Oard, 201

‘meeting the minimum front yard
setback requirements in a R/S
(single family residential
district).

THE BLACKWELL Plan-
ning Commission will meet at 7
p.m. Tuesday, June 13, in the
city adminstration building, 221
West Blackwell. On the agenda

Vinnedge, for & garage not |

is approval of an application
from Mr, and Mrs, Billv D. Cur-

By TERRY GROOVER
J-T Managing Editor

Blackwell residents could do very
little but waich Friday afterpoon as

- the Chikaskia River began pouring

out of jts banks and into their
yards,

- Boosted by strong thunderstorms
that pounded northern Oklahoma -

and parts of southern Kansas,
Blackwell was receiving the brunt
of the flooding.

The Chikaskia rose from its gen-
tle-seven foot stages of Thursday
morning to a much different 31.7
feet by mid-afternoon Friday. And
by then, the river was beginning to
lap at many of the yards,

Residents of the flood zone, both
on the east side of Blackwell, and

- those north of Main Street, have
lived through flooding in Blackwell
before, Therefore what. awaited them -
Friday was no real surprise.

"T've got cverytlung in my garage
and yard put up, It is up as high as
I can get it," said Diania Robles,
who has lived on North Main for
four years,

She also lived through the floods
of 1993, and said that has helped

.-.eanIackweII h|t agaln by flooding

Sitting nekt to them on their -

porch was 4 canoe — just in case it
was needed.

According to Carol Criner, work
to prepare for the flooding began
well before it was necessary.

"Most folks around here are
ready,” she said. "We've already got
the furniture stacked. You don't
know what could be there when you
wake up at 4 o'clock. You could be
putting your feet in water.”

Zachary said flood waters ad-
vanced as far as the porch in 1993,
He said it is likely that will be the
situation again.” Whether it is or
not, he is prepared.

"We are already prepared. We've
put up the stuff and when the water

starts getting under the house we -

turn off the electricity," he said. -

Zachary has lived in the house

since 1970 and has no plans to
move because of the flooding.

"I really don't worry about it," he
said,

Zachary and Criner then gave a
tour of the home, which is filled
with cardboard boxes and stacked
furniture,

TRUE WORDS — The water in Blackwell was indeed high, reaching 32.93 by noon Satur-

dav. The scene above looks north on North Main toward the North Main bridee The: Na-




i does dotted the state us well, caus-.
 Ing structural damage but ouly one

i

f-OKLAHOMA . CITY. (AP), 5
i - ‘Flooding caused by several days of -
persistent thunderstoring could reach-
1~ record levels, and the threat of more
| - storms hung over Oklahioma today,
. authorities said, T
i~ An Oklahema City woman died
i Friday and countless others had fo -
| be rescued from vehicles that were

where water covered several square
blocks, James Loveall and his wife,
Rhonda, sat watching as neighbor-
kood children played in the water

- which covered the street.

.The Lovealls expect to remain

[ - ligh and dry, The couple's home is

{+ inutidated by high waters. Torna-

" minor injury; officials said, .

T Gail T Cubie, 33," apparently -
i} drowned after her car stalled in high
4 water and she tried to walk 1o

| Martinsaid. - "7
- A couple living in’ ;

Purchase of flood i
| OKLAHOMA- CITY. s—= The
i Oklahoma Water Resotirces Board
1 and City of Blackwell officials re- -
| mind local residents that -they are
| eligible -to’ purchase’ .affordable
| “flood “insurince “through the Na-
{ - tional - Flood * Insutance ‘Program’ -

| According to Ken Moris, of the 2

OWRB’s Platining Division, parti-’

- cipation in the ‘program - allows
Blackwell residents - who. live .
. within . corporateé* boundariés. to"

“purchase - low-cost, _

" backed flood insurance. “An aver-

On the east side of _.Biack’jwell_, )

federally-

built on_,sfilts. R
""We don't worry," said James
Loveall. -"We biuilt - our * house

knowing it (flooding) was going to

happen. We' bailt our house on

stilts because of-the flood plain;” -

Loveall is more than. familiar with

the flood plain. He has lived in his

! “hbriliwest
said they found her body floating
neat their dock, B

* Authorities spent’ part of Friday

pulling ‘otheér ‘stranded motorists
from stalled cars,
“We've had some interesting res-
cues,” said John Lewis, Logan
County emergency management di-
rector, In one instance, rescuers had

- to.use a boat and Yopes to pull a
person to safety. from a car St;a_nc_léd_

- in high waters, - TR AR
The . Cottonwood +Creek in-
Guthzie had already: divided the town.
Loe 9 walk o - in three sections, limiting access to
igher "ground, Ppolice Sgt. Bill ¢ ]
' idoc e '.mileS'nqnh*of;OldahOma_City;__'
- . “Were looking at a crest in town -

nsurance urged

the.pommunity--'df 10,000 about 30

: ;ige? ﬁood _policy,' ‘ébsts ,-dﬁproxi—- N

mately - $280, " which is quite a -

bargain,”In' addition, flood insur- .
ance: policics “¢can be purchased
- from. any -.lice',n_s_ed-,-propc;ty,_and
0 - homé s located - in a regulatory
. “Blackwell officials chose to
- participate-in’ this program becauge
of the considerable benefits it pro-- -
‘vides o - their citizens,” Morris
‘pointed out. “The program also en-
titles. eligible Blackwell “residents -
to -obtain  low-intérest loans and-. .
grants in the event of a présiden- .
“tially declared flood disaster.” ~

casualty agent,” .

y
. -said Friday, “That’s goliig to be 4

-

. in the neighborhood for most of his -
life, e : _ .

Despite his dry j_fb'r'_i_ll.n'e,_f-l_ov_eal'l

~ers living in the area.

- at “about 7 éet 4t )
. late tomorrow “afte;
Tecord for the city.” . -

neon, .
*'with Cotlonwood Creek were com-
pounded by the high level of the
_ Cimarron River north of town, The
flood stage on the. Cimarron is 13

feet and it stood at 14.22 Friday af-" -
~ ternoon. He said the tiver caused - .

.'preblems with the drainage of the

- Blackwell entered - the regular
- phase of . the NFIP, adiinisterod
< by " the - Federal - Emergency Mane
agement Agency, on May 1,-1980. )
Flood insurance is required if a

floodplain_ angd is. mortgaged by a

federal . finangial irégulartory

agency, such-as the Federal Hous-

..Ing Adminisgation, Veterans Ad. .
ministration, Small Business

Administration,: Federa] National

Home Loan Mortgaga..(:orporation.
P ._';(P1gas=-acf;e.,:;NszAn.CE; P12y

*satd He did have sympathy for oth--

"For a.lot, 6f o;he_r‘s,-'_itfiiﬁ ‘really
bad for th_em;'__' he}sa_!d._i Ve

+ He'expected the record of 29.6 .
feet set in May 1993 to be bicken,

- The flood stage is 22 feet and the .

- river stood at 26.6 fest Friday after- .

. Lewis said Gufhri’é"_s ﬁl‘-é‘b—lems.

' (Plesse ses FLOODING, p12)

Mortgage - Association ‘or Federal -

. : .

e -i;"ﬁﬂ’: ..,_. . = o= .. -
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By RON JENKINS
Assoclated Press Writer
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Gov. Frank Keating’s ‘decision to
veto funding for public schools,
Head Start and other education- and
child-related programs isn’t making
him a popular man.

Keating has veioed a record 57

bills.

Drawing the most wrath were ve-
toes of $8 million in funding for
public schools, $3 million for Head
Start, $2 million for vocational-
technical education, $215,000 for
the Poison Control Center and
other funds for breast cancer re-
search, early intervention programs

for children and health services.

House Speaker Glen Johnson ar-
gued that if some money is spent

.on the programs now, a lot of

money is saved in the fuure.
“We know the more you spend on

..lourna!—Tribune
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education now, the less you spend
on corrections in the future.”
Johnson and other members of
the Democratic majority in the Leg-
islature accused the Republican
governor of putting partisan poli-
tics above those of the people.
Keating defended the vetoes at an
impromptu news conference, saying
some of the programs had merit but
flew in the face of his efforts to
preserve money in a constitutional
rainy day fund for programs he
wants,
Those include $4.6 million in ad-
ditional funds for prisons, $6 mil-
“lion for Medicaid and $12.6 million
for growing school districts.
Democrats tried to fund those
programs out of the rainy day fund,
but the move was blocked by Keat-

ing’s GOP allies in the House, who -
sustained his vetoes before the Leg-

islature adjourned May.26.

Continued from P1

Authorities asked for # team of 50
inmates to help fill and distribute
sandbags requested by city busi-
nesses and residents, Lewis said
most of the areas that are being hit
hardest by the flooding are homes
that aren’t inhabited. The city

- bought out many of the homes after

previous rounds of flooding,

A dispatcher early today said the
creek appeared to be receding
somewhat,

Late Friday, a rescue crew was
sent to Cottonwood Creek o inves-
tigate a report of three adults and a
child heing stranded in a boat, a
dispatcher with the Guthrie Pollce
Department said.

Dispatcher Ashley T[out said the
four were &ble to get out on their
own and weren’t injured,

Waters flowed 10 inches deep
across Intersiate 40 near El Reno,
just west of Oklahoma City, during
the morning and highways were
closed in many areas of the state.

Later in the day, severe thunder-
storms formed again, spawning to1-
nadoes throughout the state,

.In Seminole County, one, possi-
bly two twisters damaged houses,
toppled power lines and splintered

trees in Seminole and 5 miles o

the south in Bowlegs, authorities
said.

“It looks like it made a path from
the southeast to the northeast part
of the city,” Seminole police dis-
patcher Darren Heusel said, “There

_was one unconfirmed report of a car

being overturned on (Oklahoma)
Highway 9.”

Continued from P1 -

- To purchase flocod insurance,
Morris suggests that local citizens
call their insurance agent who nor-

-mally handles their home owners

or car insurance policies.

Morris also encourages Black-
well citizens who currently have
flood insurance pohcnes to con-
tinue to pay their' insurance *pre-
miums, “Very property owner or
renter who lives near a regulartory

floodplain or in an area subject to

localized flooding should look into
purchasing a flood policy. In addi-
tion, it is 1mportant for those who
now have flood insurance to keep
their policies up-to-date » :
- Participation in the NFIP allows
residents who live within corporate
boundaries to purchase low-cost.
federally backed flood insurance in
exchange for proper management
of area floodplains and implemen-
tation of other actions to mitigate

flood damase.
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Keating blasted Democrats for not

_wanting- to return to the Capitol

this summer to appropriate those
funds in a special session.

He said he did not know if fund-
ing for prisons and Medicaid could

.wait unlil lawrmakers reconvene in

February..

He said if “a near-crisis” develops
he will call lawmakers ‘back into
special session this fall, whether or

. not he has an agreement on fund-

ing.

Keating said his vetoes curbed :

“wild spending” by the Democrat-
controlled Legislature,
‘He said the executive branch of

‘government was heard “loud and

clear” during the legislative session.

The result, he said, was a downsiz-

ing of state government.
‘Lawmakers issued a series of

news teleases Friday poundmg_

Keatmg for the vetoes.

~ said. “Anyone who’s ever

_said Keating’s veto of H

RS S

Keatlng vetoes record 57 bl"

Sen. Ed Long, D-Gar
education chairman, said
veio of education meas
hurt economic developme;

“You can’t 1ake mon
from education and ex
pete in today’s economy

volved in business knows
Sen. Cal Hobson, D-L

money and funds for ot
dren’s programs kills. e
“prevent kids from beco
morrow’s prison statistics.
“Governor Keating is
Grinch who stole Christn
in this case, he’s stealing
nity out of the hands of
dren” Hobson said. '
Keating called Hobso
ments “laughable.” He sai
not shutting down chﬂdr
grams, |

McVelgh s attorney

~asks change of ven

By PAUL QUEARY
Assoclated Press Writer

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP} — The
attorney for bombing suspect Tim-
othy McVeigh has asked prosecu-
tors to agree to move McVeigh's
trial outside of Oklahoma City.

Stephen Jones released a letter-

Friday in which he asked U.S. At-

torney Patrick Ryan to agree to a

change of venue.

In other developments, a lawsuit

against a Dallas fertilizer manufac-
turer was expanded to represent 83
people who say they were harmed

by the blast. And a federal magis-

trate granted a prosecution motion

that it has 19 more days to return .

an indictment against suspect Terry
Nichols.

Nichols and McVelgh are the
only two charged in the April 19
federal building bombing that killed
168 people and injured more than
500. They are being held at thc fed-

~ eral prison in El Reno.

An indictment has not been re-

turned against Mc¢Veigh, but his at-

torney said any trial should not be
held in the city where the bombing
occured,

“To ask citizens of central Okla-
homa to sit in judgment with a fair
and open mind in view of this un-

_building when it was bo:

"harmed by the bombing. .

from any source that ICI ex

were used in the 4 800~po

that destroyed the federal by
The plaintiffs in the am

ing include people who w

spouses of some. of thos
The lawsuit also seeks cl
status which, if granted,
pand the lawsuit to af

The lawsuit claims that

the Mid-Kansas Co-op in |
son, Kan., where authoritie;
the fertnlizer used in the
purchased.

~ Joe Brawnei; president o
plosives in the Americas,
hasn’t had a chance to re)
amended complaint, Braw
the company has ne conf

were involved in the bombi;

“The Oklahoma City |
isn’t about product li
Brawner said in-a telepho’
view. “It’s about premedltat
inal misuse of materials i
ardly terrorist act.”

The original plaintiffs in!
-— Lena Gaines-Tabb, Ki
Burt, Steven Abel and. Naec{
— were all residents of a



