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n State Croplands ¢

Farmers Not Getting Fair Shake, Director Says

By Wayne Singlotérry

Swollen streams and consistent heavy rainfall
have decimated Oklahoma croplands, causing mil-
lions of dollars in damage to most of the state's
major agricultural products, Anna Belle Wiede-
mann, director of marketing for the state agricul-
ture department, said Saturday.

Agriculture officials surveying the resuits of al-
most two weeks of rain believe wheat, corn, pea-
nuts, and maize farmers will ultimately pay a high
price for all that moisture, Wiedemann said. :

Cropland in Canadian, Blain, and Logan counties,

' and around Pauls Valley were the hardest hit. In

addition to the flooding from upstream runotf, most
farmers in those areas have had 10 to 12 inches of _

B rainfall.

James Bittle, left, Don Gilllam, center, and Butch Riegel wade through
knee-deep water Saturdey afternoon with a boattul of provisions for store

owners in Pauls Valley.
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Inevitab

TULSA (AP) — Offi-
clals say downsiream
flooding caused by both
Altus Lake and Tom
Steed Lake being filled
beyond capacity with
heavy rain is inevitable.

Officials also were

tem in October the way
it was intended to work
and it worked the way it

_was designed to,” Pales_

said.

“We don't have an estimate yet, but it’s going to

\ go into the millions of dollars. This will be the .

fowest wheat crop we've ralsed in years,” she said. -
“We feel the farmers aren’t getting a fair shake !

~ right now, with the rains or the market,” she said. |

As quantity decreases, quality suffers, too. “Be- !
cause of the excess water, the wheat is beginning to
deteriorate.” ‘

1t Oklahoma gets another big rain in the next few !

days, the test weight and protein content of ripen-
ing wheat kernels will diminish. Normal, heaithy

kernels will usually weigh about 62 pounds to the

bushel.

When the weight geis down to around 58 to 59

pounds per bushel, then it begins to lessen the

. grain's guality, Wiedemann said.

by State Lakes
le, Officials Say

“The difference be.
tween last October and
now is that we had a
flood of record then and
we don't today.”

“It makes fewer bushels to the acre, so they are
beginning to lose bushels per acre,” she added.

With corn, the buyers like a bright yellow berry.
Because of all the moisture, Oklahoma’s corn ears
are becoming “bleached out blondes.”

Maize and peanuis that were already in the
ground “wiil have 1o all be replanted.” That's par-
ticularly expensive for peanut farmers.

“They've got a great loss,” Wiedemann said.

Seed peanuts cost about 84 cents a pound and
most farmers plani up to 20 pounds of seed per
acre. That doesn't count the costs of fertilizer and
other nurturing chemicals.

.Farmers in the southwestern pari of the state
haven't received as much rainfall, but what they
have gotten has hurt their row crops, she said.

One crop, alfalfs, which is a big crop planted

B C Clowle

~ The Perfect Way To Say
“Happy Anniversary!”

throughout central Oklahoma, has been helped,

A lot of farmers were havisg to éﬁ‘ay for army
worms, but the water washed mahy of those
dreaded pesis away, she sald.
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Tom Steed Lake in Ki-
'owa County north of
Snyder. filled to mare
than a foot higher ihan
fts highest sgillway
Thursday and water
was rushing dewn-
stream unchecked to-
ward the North Fork of
the Red River, Pales
said,

At Altus Lake, en-
gineers were releasing
about 2,000-cubic-feet of
water per second (cfs)
into the North Fork,
causing the river below

the dam to spill over its

tanks, she said.

With more heavy rain
yredicted for the area,
she said engineers will
be releasing the “max
that they can and still

~¢io minimal amounts ef
. flamage” downstream.

~ Engineers were re-
leasing 32,000 cfs
Thursday from Key-
.stene reservoir to ae-
commodate inflow from
the Arkansas and Ci-
marron rivers.

“You can see 12,000
cig any day of the week

being .released for hy--
drepower," said Robyn-

Bawman, spokeswoman
for the Corps.

Officials were forced
to release 10 times as
much water in October
after more than 20 inch-
es of raln inundated
northern Oklahoma and
southern Kansas,

Widespread flooding
resulted from the
combination of heavy
rain and release of
floodwaters from lakes,
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My Flood City’s High Waters Raise
W Memories of 1923 Flood

By Chris Castos]

Heavy rains and
floodwaters caused
some structural dam-
age to state roads last
week, though nothing
yet to compare to the $8
million in damage
wroght by the floods
last fall, state highway
ofticials sald. )

Kip Smith, Depart-
ment of Transpertation
spokesman, said the
agency has identified
less than tive major
problems so far, most in
central Oklahoma.

“We've got at least
four structures dam-
aged io some extent,”
including a hole in State
Highway 37 near New-
castle and & washed out
portion of US. 81 near
Enld, Smith said.

“There are some littie
waghouts here and
there. Probably by the
end of nex{ week, we
should know the extent
of it.”

Smith said the dam-
age on SH 37 will alfect
many people who com-
mute to Oklahoma City,

But, he said damage
estimates so far are
“nothing compared to
the October floods."

Vernon Bradley, DOT
assistant director, said
the tlooding last fall
caused widespread
damage to the highway
system that cost $8 mil-
llon to repair. The de-
partment was re-
{mbursed with federal
emergency relief money
for about $6.5 milllon,
though it was March be-
fore the money came
through, he said.

Counties are aiso eli-
gible for federal assis-
tance and, because of
the earmarking of mo-
ney from a recently
passed gas tax increase,
will have a bigger pool
of funds available for lo-
cal repalrs of roads and
bridges.

Generally during
heavy rains, Smith szid,
water rushing over

AR b merrmur S b

EDITOR'S NOTE:
George Smith of Okis-
hoems City compiled
thia scceant of the 1928
{losd from old newspap-
ers, afier discevoring
the event seemed to
bave beos missed in Ok-
iashoma history boeks.
Bis stery seems mest
apprepriate alfter iasi
weak’s floeds.

By Geerge Smith

The banner headline
of the Dally Oklahoman
read: |
FLOOD CREST
POUNDS INTO CITY —

KILL LOOTERS,

ORDER TO GUARD.

The date was Tues-
day, Oct. 16, 1923,

It had been a wet
year for Oklahoma City.
In June, & record depth
for the North Canadian
had been set at 16 feet.

And it started again
early in October. By
Oct. 12, high water cut
off direct street car ser-
vice to Packing Town,
(now Stockyards City)
although you could stiil
get there by taking the
frolley to Capitol Hill
and the South Cross
Town,

Oct. 13, a front page
story warned of floods
In the Panhandle and
Woodward, and of cortinuing rains in that area, but
it was overshadowed by the story that Casey Steng-
¢l, “Casey the Immortal” smashed a home run in
the seventh to win the third game of the World
Series for his New York Giants, against the New
York Yankees,

Sunday was Oct, 14. The flood was the top story
in the Raper this day. Woodward was just emerging
from the water and told of damage to homes, busi-
nesses, roads and rajlroads. Weather officlals pre-
dicted the crest would reach Oklahoma City about
Thursday noon,

Monday's reports told of water at Canton rising
five feet Sunday ir 25 minutes to floed the town.
The crest had now passed Canton and El Reao was
preparing for its onslaught. All railroads in the
western half of the staie were halted. Army air-
planes from Fort Sill were delivering mall to iso-
lated towns,

The safety of the dam at Lake Overholser was
causing concern, Boats and trucks were being
readied for evacuation of the lower areas of the
city just in case. City, county and state agencles

were cooperating. Shelter for refugees was offered
by the Fike Loadore the Salvation Armv. the Red

~ Fila Phte

Water laps at the edge of the trolly iracks during the 1923 floods.

Many people left their homes with nething but the
clothes they wore.

As the population left, looters quickly appeared,
braving the swiftly rising water. Three hundred
National Guardsmen were called out to aid the po-
lice,

Mayor 0.A. Cargill's proclamation to the public
advised that they had orders to shoot to kill anyone
discovered looting.

By 2 a.m., the river crested in Oklahoma City, at
25 teet, nine {eet above the June record.

The Oklghoman published two extra editions
Tuesday.

As the water rose, two families camped at the
circus grounds awoke to find water lapping at their
cots, One man waded out to a telephone and all
were rescued.

A paralyzed woman and another woman with het

2.day-old baby were saved by ambulances, as well

as a family of five who were all suffering from

typhoid fever. They were taken to University Hospi- .

tal.

Most of the animals at the zoo, then at Wheeler
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s Dridges.
i cute 1758 " Generi'allg ;hr.:ri?dg
| YESTERDAY eavy raing, Smith sald,
2P ™ water rushing over
28 8 roadscuts away the dirt
8 B & around them and gets
4 8 & underneath, eroding

and washing away the
asphalt.

“There were a lot of
examples of that during
the October floods,”
Smith said.

“The key to the whole
thing is having a good
stand of Bermuda grass
(along roads), Bermuda
grass has a tough root
system, it's absolutely
the best thing for con-
trolling ercosion.”

Smith said a herbi-
cide program begun in
1978 to kill weeds along
roads so Bermuda grass
could survive ‘‘com-
pletely paid for itself
during the October
floods,”

“T believe 10 years
ago it would have been
much worse.”
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By Ellen Knickmeyer
- Young inmates from

| a Lexington penal insti-
o tution manned sand-
i bags side by side with
other volunteers in Pur-
cell and Pauls Valley
struggling to hold back
floodwaters, authorities
said Saturday.

§ “They filled the bags,

filled the pickups and
trucks with them and
B got them out of there,"
¥ Garvin County civil de-

Activists Held

WARSAW, Poland
{AP) — Police held sev-
en Solidarity activists
in Wroclaw, southern
Poland, and warned
them against organiz.
Ing antl-government
BE demonstrations during

y Pope John Paul [T's sev.

en-day visit o Poland,

1 s namocx

~ causing concern. Soails and IruCks were bDelng

readled for evacuation of the lower areas of the
city Just in case, City, county and state agencies
were cooperating. Shelter for refugees was offered
by the Elks Lodge, the Salvation Army, the Red
Cross and at the city auditorium, but only a few
families took advantage of the facilities until Sat-
urday evening.

Then Monday, a sudden rise washed out the U.S,
66 bridge and the interurban bridge at 39th Street
and carried them down the bypass where they
crashed into the dam at the lake, When the dam
held, the workers there were encouraged that the
fload might be contained. They were destined to be
disappointed.

It was about 9:30 p.m. Monday when the water
level below the dam rose seven feet in 30 minutes.
Although it was too dark to see whal happened,
almost 300 feet of earth levee just west of the dam
washed out, and emergency procedures went into
elfect in Oklahoma City. Whisties and sirens
sounded and police fired their guns in waraing.
Telephone operators called every phone between
Grand (now Sheridan) and the Capitol Hill rise.

Every available ambulance and an army of cars
and trucks, privately owned and manned by volun-
teers, evacuated 15,000 people from an area of 117
city blecks. Opened to the homeless were churches,
the Elks Lodge, the Masonic Temple, the Salvation
Army, Red Cross, the Huckins and Skirvin Hotels,
the railroad siations and numerous restaurants.

as a framuy ol live who were all sullering Irom”
typhoid fever. They were taken to University Hospi-
tal.

Most of the animals at the zoe, then at Wheeler
Park near Western and the river, had been moved
in the spring to Lincoln Park, to avoid earlier
floods, and deer and elk had been released.

About the only large animals left were the buffa-
lo, which found safety when released by pelice.

Six hundred hogs, which had been feeding on
refuse at the clty dump, were not so fortunate,

Although the Walker street bridge washed away,
along with the adjacent street car bridge, a nearby
shack built of dry goods boxes and tin survived and
by Tuesday atternoon had been reoccupied. And the
chickens were back in their adjacent pen, which
was also undamaged. .

All told, eight lives were lost and damage was
estimated to $2.5 million, a lot of money in 1923

When the water subsided, the North Canadian
had cut itself a new channel from Lake Overholser
through the western part of Oklahoma City, elimi-
nating many tortuous curves.

Remnants of the old channel still exist in the -
lagoons at the fairgrounds and the small oxbow
lakes near Reno and Rockwell,

It was a day to be remembered in Oklahoma City,
not only for the damage, but for the spirit shown by
citizens when called on to help those in danger.

Lexington Inmates Help Towns Fight Flood

| one activist said Satur. :" l

e HAariA .

fense worker Sue Som-
mers said. “‘They
worked hard last
night.”

About 50 prisceners
and six officers left Lex-
ington Assessment and
Reception Center Fri-
day afternoon in re-

sponse to Garvin County

Civil Defense officials’
cail for help — an ofter
extended by deputy
warden Dan Lawrence
earlier In the week.

The prisoners worked
by the light of head-
lights until 1 a.m. Satur-
day, helping {0 pile
ahout 147 tons of
donated sand into bags
being used to hold back
the flooding Washita
River, authorities said,

“They worked right
with the townspeople,”
Lawrence said. "1
talked to one of their of-
ficers today and it
gseems lke they did a

good job."

The inmate volun-
ieers were youthful,
non-vielent offenders in
Lexington's regimented
discipline program, l-
kened to a kind of pris-
on boot camp. A diffe-
rent group of volunteers
from, the same program
had worked Thursday in
Purcell, when sand-hag-
ging help was needed
alang Walnut Creek,

The group working

Thursday in Purcell was
given a rest day Friday,
The inmates who
worked in Pauls Valley .
had a day off irom regu-
lar routine Saturday,
There were few other
tangible rewards for the
inmates’ efforts, Law-
rence said,

“They just go there
and do it. T think they
got a couple of ham-
burgers,' Lawrence
sald.
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NOTICE

The Roper mower on page 17 of today's Target sala
section may not be In slock in all stores. As a substi-
tule, we will ofter a Murray mowar 0! aqual value at the
sama 139.9% sale price. plus an addrbonal 10% off, for
a final cost of 12589 Or you may I oyl 8 raincheck
¥ which we will il 58 8000 a&s possibia
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